
 
 

DIVYA MANTHENA (SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA) & WILL  
GORDON (VANDERBILT) RECEIVE 3ND ANNUAL  
TOM COUSINS AWARD AT 2017 EAST LAKE CUP 

 
Award Recognizes Outstanding Female, Male Collegiate Golfer  

who Excels in Academics, is Engaged in their Community  
 
ATLANTA, (Oct. 31, 2017) – The recipients of the 3rd annual Tom Cousins Award were 
announced last night in conjunction with the East Lake Cup presented by Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise in Atlanta, with Divya Manthena (University of Southern California) and Will 
Gordon (Vanderbilt University) each being presented with the award. Manthena and Gordon 
were selected by a panel of industry leaders aiming to recognize a male and female collegiate 
golfer whom best represent the values of the award: exceling in academics, engagement in his or 
her community, and a demonstrated ability to overcome adversity. 
 
A sophomore business administration major at USC, Manthena (Moorpark, Calif.) is following 
in the footsteps of family members from generations before her through a commitment to 
bettering the lives of others, latching on to causes with personal significance to her. The founder 
of her own non-profit organization, Krishak, she has spearheaded five separate golf outings in 
the past six years to benefit organizations such as the American Red Cross, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital and Special Olympics, among others. In 2013, Manthena also was the 
recipient of the USGA/AJGA Presidents’ Leadership Award, which recognizes a male and 
female junior golfer who demonstrate leadership, character and community service through 
volunteerism.   
  
A junior at Vanderbilt, Gordon (Davidson, N.C.) was named to the 2016 and 2017 SEC 
Academic Honor Roll, along with the 2017 SEC Community Service Team. On the golf course, 
Gordon was named to the 2016 SEC All-Freshman Team and the 2016 All-SEC 2nd Team. 
While in high school, Gordon conducted a weekly after school program for kids through the First 
Tee of Charlotte, passing along to others the values that the First Tee had instilled in him. He is 
continuing his passion for making a positive impact on the lives of young people, currently 
volunteering at an elementary school near Vanderbilt’s campus as a tutor to help students with 
their reading. 
 
The award is named after developer and philanthropist Tom Cousins, who laid out an 
aspirational blueprint to revitalize the East Lake community of Atlanta by providing cradle-to-
college education, mixed-income housing and community wellness to break the cycle of poverty 
to create a holistic environment. East Lake now acts as a national model for community 

http://usctrojans.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=8349
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-golf/mtt/will_gordon_978542.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-golf/mtt/will_gordon_978542.html
https://www.krishak.org/


redevelopment through Purpose Built Communities for transforming a struggling community 
into a thriving neighborhood. The East Lake Foundation (the tournament’s beneficiary) to date 
has received nearly $1 million since the inception of the East Lake Cup in 2015 through the 
support of presenting sponsor Hewlett Packard Enterprise and associate sponsor CSX. Buick, an 
official corporate partner of the NCAA, joined CSX as an associate sponsor for the East Lake 
Cup in 2017. 
 
ABOUT GOLF CHANNEL 
Golf Channel is a multimedia, golf entertainment and services company based in Orlando, Fla. 
Serving the most-affluent audience in all of television, Golf Channel – co-founded by Arnold 
Palmer in 1995 and now part of NBC Sports Group – is available to nearly 500 million viewers 
in 78 countries and nine languages around the world. Golf Channel features more live golf 
coverage than all other networks combined, including tournament action from the PGA TOUR, 
LPGA Tour, The Open, Olympics, and Ryder Cup, as well as high-quality news, instruction and 
original programming. Delivering unmatched coverage of the world of golf, fans are able to 
enjoy 24/7 live streaming of Golf Channel content through Golf Channel Digital and the NBC 
Sports App, powered by Playmaker Media. In addition, Golf Channel connects the world to golf 
through a wide array of digital and lifestyle services including Golf Channel Mobile, a 
comprehensive app covering golf’s latest headlines, scores and analysis; GolfNow, the world’s 
largest online tee time booking platform and golf course technology partner, which includes the 
GolfNow Mobile App, featuring on-course GPS tracking, in-round scoring and game tracking; 
Revolution Golf, the largest direct-to-consumer digital platform in golf ; GolfAdvisor.com, the 
world’s largest golf course ratings and review resource for golfers, by golfers; a North American 
network of Golf Channel Academy instructional facilities; and Golf Channel Am Tour, the 
world’s largest amateur golf tour. 
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